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Long-Awaited Tampa Airport Interchanges
Project Begins This Summer

Drivers on the roadways south, east and
west of Tampa International Airport will soon
see the move towards better traffic flow as
the Florida Department of Transportation’s
(FDOT) contractor begins improvements to
SR 60/ Memorial Highway from 1-275 to the

for a free-flowing limited access roadway
system throughout this area include:

* The Spruce Street/ SR 60 interchange and
the Courtney Campbell/ SR 60/ Memorial
Highway interchange will become three-
levels each.

Existing interchange as seen today.

Post-construction interchange rendering.

Courtney Campbell Causeway interchange.
The project also extends west one mile
onto the Courtney Campbell Causeway (SR
60) and north to the Veterans Expressway.
Formerly known as Links Stage 1, this
project is now more appropriately named
Tampa Airport Interchanges.

The Tampa Airport Interchanges project
is a $202 million project that will begin
August 15, 2005. Included in this figure
is incentive  money
designed to minimize
traffic disruption dur-
construction and
encourage timely, or
even early, project com-
pletion by Spring 2010.
Key planned improve-

ments that will provide

* The SR 60 traffic signals within the
Courtney Campbell interchange and on
the Causeway at the Hyatt entrance will be
eliminated.

* A new two lane frontage road system for
access to the Hyatt property will be cre-
ated (as seen in the before & after images).

* Separation of traffic to destinations such
as SR 60, Veterans Expressway and Tampa
International Airport.

Recognizing its visibility as a major entryway
into Tampa, the project has a high priority
on landscape and other treatments. Large
specimen palms, shade trees, and other
trees and shrubs will be used, as well as
carefully selected bridge and wall surfaces
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and colors. The project is expected to reduce
congestion on the interstate ramps while aes-
thetically enhancing this Tampa gateway expe-
rience and improving accessibility to Tampa
International Airport, the Westshore Business
District and the Veterans Expressway.

Making these improvements is a challenge
while keeping current traffic flowing. In general,
during peak travel hours, the number of lanes
will remain consistent with those that exist
today. But commuters are encouraged to con-
sider commute options to further minimize the
impact of the construction. Lane closures will
occur between 8:30 p.m. and 5:30 a.m. Most
detours will occur between midnight and 4 a.m.;
however, there will be a few cases where longer
term detours are necessary.
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To view the dramatic changes to this road-
way system, visit www.myTBl.com and follow
the links to the Tampa Airport Interchanges
project information. More detailed informa-
tion is available here as well as “Before & After
Aerial Photos” with sixteen different views
of pre-construction photos partnered with
computer-enhanced post-construction artist
renderings of the improvements. You may also
sign up to receive e-mail notification of closure
information and project updates. MyTBl.com
also offers a computer-enhanced “driving” video
of the completed project. For more informa-
tion, please send your questions/ comments to
info@myTBl.com or contact the FDOT Interstate
Construction Office at 813/233-3840.

Beat-the-Traffic
Transportation Options

~Carpool ~Bike ~RidetheBus

~Vanpool ~Walk ~Telework

~Flex Time Scheduling ~ Reduced Work Week

Choosing an option other than driving alone will reduce traffic
congestion during the Tampa Airport Interchanges construction
and can help you save money; reduce stress; enjoy cleaner air; be
more productive during your commute; and, possibly, get some
exercise or make new friends. You can even register with BACS to
qualify for FREE emergency rides home. To explore these trans-
portation options or to set up a commute option program for your
business, please contact:

Bay Area Commuter Services (BACS) 800/998-RIDE
www.tampabayrideshare.org
The Way to Go for Carpooling, Vanpooling, Emergency Ride Home, Tele-

work, Flex Time & Reduced Work Week Programs

HARTIline
www.hartline.org
Bus Service, In Town Trolleys, Travel Training, Bridge the Bay,
Corporate Transit Sponsor Program, Bikes on Buses, HARTplus

813/254-4278

Sunshine Line 813/272-7272
http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/hss/spectrans.cfm
Specialized Transportation Serving

Hillsborough County’s Transportation Disadvantaged

Westshore Alliance 813/289-5488
www.westshorealliance.com
Information & Free Commute Option Programs for

Westshore Area Businesses & Commuters

Tampa Downtown Partnership 813/221-3686
www.tampasdowntown.com
Information & Free Commute Option Programs for

Downtown Area Businesses & Commuters

New North Transportation Alliance 813/974-9799
http://www.newnorthalliance.org/
Information & Free Commute Option Programs for New Tampa,

Temple Terrace & University Area Businesses & Commuters

511 Tampa Bay 511
www.511tampabay.com/

Know Before You Go...

Real Time Traffic & Travel Information for the Tampa Bay Region




Citizens Share Their Vision for Tampa’s Downtown

The Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) held the Provide a transportation network that connects people
Downtown Tampa Trans- with places through travel
portation Vision Work- mode choices.

shop & Open House on
March 3rd at the Tampa
Convention Center. More
than 100 citizens, law
enforcement officers,
planners and elected offi-

Create a safe, balanced
and functional transporta-
tion network.

Recommendations to

. : support this vision are
cials braved the torrential cu?rzntly being  refined
downpours that evening to . ;
particippate in interactive vgion- WHAT YOU TOLD US YOU WANT.... and will be part of a detailed

af ting into and q report released in August.
Ing for getting Into and aroun & Bicycle & pedestrian friendly streets For more information on
Downtown Tampa. Young and

. . . . the Tampa Downtown Trans-
old, business owners and resi- | & Accessibility for all citizens

L . ortation Vision, lease
dents, as well as citizens with P P

; ; contact Alan Steinbeck
disabilities were anxious to | © More & better transit options ’
. .. AICP, -
express their opinions and work CP, al 813/273-3774 x336

& Affordable, convenient parkin or steinbecka@plancom.or
together to create a Downtown P 9

o ) o or visit the MPO web site at
mobility network designed for | & Easy navigation into & around Downtown |y hillshoroughmpo.ord
all people and transportation '

modes. & Inviting options like water taxis
Three key points © Slow the vehicles down
that will drive

the Downtown

Tampa Transpor-

tation Vision were &=
born...

Create vibrant
streets where
people want to be.

Courtney Campbell Causeway
An Official Florida Scenic Highway!

Determination tempered with plenty
of patience has paid offl A handful of
focused individuals from across the Tampa
Bay area have succeeded in the designa-
tion of the beautiful Courtney Campbell
Causeway as a Florida Scenic Highway. The
steps were numerous and often tedious,
but after more than five years of coopera-
tive effort among the Courtney Campbell

Linda Saul-Sena and many dedicated par-
ticipants, the good news came straight
 from the desk of the Secretary of FDOT,
| Jose Abreu, that Tampa Bay has its first
official scenic highway. The Courtney
Campbell Scenic Highway is a 9.9 mile sec-
tion of SR 60, located in both Pinellas and
Hillsborough counties, from the Veterans
Expressway to McMullen Booth Road, con-

Scenic Corridor Advocacy Group chaired - ‘ " — necting the cities of Tampa and Clearwater.
by City of Clearwater Commissioner Bill Jonson, Hillsborough Scenic corridors are designated based on their natural, rec-
County Commissioner Jan Platt, City of Tampa Councilwoman reational,and/or scenic value to the State of Florida.



Improving Mobility: From Plan to Pavement
Transportation Improvement Program
for Fiscal Years 2005/06 — 2009/10

The Transportation Improvement Program, or TIP, is a
comprehensive listing of area transportation projects that
receive federal funds. All significant aviation, port, transit,
highway, local roadway, bicycle and pedestrian invest-
ments are included in the TIP. On June 14th, the MPO
held a Public Hearing to adopt the Transportation Improve-
ment Program for Fiscal Years 2005/06 — 2009/10, which
identifies, prioritizes and allocates anticipated federal, state
and local funding for transportation improvements over the
next 5 years. Each annual TIP update takes another step in
implementing the long range transportation plan. By law,
the TIP must be financially constrained by year,
meaning the amount of dollars programmed must

not exceed the amount of dollars estimated to be
available.

TIP FY05/06 — 10/11 features:
400+ transportation projects

Committed funding of approximately $2 billion

Central to the development of the TIP is the MPQO’s pro-
cess for deciding how “flexible” federal dollars should
be invested, be it on local streets, bus replacements,
a new freeway interchange or bicycle and pedestrian
routes. Developing a plan for spending funds from the
federal Surface Transportation Program (STP) and the
Transportation Enhancement Program, the MPO works
closely with local partner

scheduled to be completed by 2010 is listed on the next
page. In addition, investments are programm-ed for transit
and Transportation Demand Mangagement (TDM) activi-
ties to assist in reducing peak period congestion on our
roadways. Bay Area Commuter Services (BACS), New North
Transportation Alliance, Tampa Downtown Partnership and
the Westshore Alliance have received funding for public out-
reach toassistemployersand commutersincommute option
programs such as carpooling, vanpooling, telework, flextime,
reduced work week schedules and other transit assistance
programs.

|| . The complete TIP document,

j ) including projects  with
B pre-construction activity,
may be viewed online

on the MPO web site at
www.hillsboroughmpo.org.
Those without access to the
internet may view a printed
copy of the project listings
atthe Planning Commission
Library atthe County Center
in Downtown Tampa, 601
East Kennedy, 18th Floor,
or contact Wally Blain, AICP,

| at 813/273-3774 x361 or
: & blaing@plancom.org  for

more information.

agencies and its citizen-
based advisory commit-
tees. The resulting TIP
represents a consensus
among local, state and
regional officials as
to what tangible and
funded transportation
projects will be pursued
in the next five years.

~ Tampa Bay Center
~ Netp@rk Transit Center

. more efficient service)
Anoverview ofapproved

roadway, Intelligent
Transportation  System
(ITS), bicycle, pedes-
trian and enhancement
projects that  are

TIP Transit Project Highlights

Transit & Operations Centers (buildout,improvements and/or equipment)

Basic transit infrastructure (park & ride, bus bays, shelters, accessibility improvements)

Intelligent Transportation Systems (farebox & technology upgrades for

Expansion & Replacement Vehicles (bus & vanpool)
Design & implementation of capital improvements along Transit Emphasis Corridors

Operating assistance including preventative maintenance & ADA Paratransit service

~ 21st Ave Operations Center
~ Northwest Transit Center




Completed by 2010 Project Overview

Roadway, Area Description Rounded $$$
(ITS = Intelligent Transportation Systems technology used to enhance traffic flow) (millions)
22nd St, Belmont Heights » Enhancements from 23rd Ave to M L King Blvd 3.0
40th St, Temple Crest * Add 2 lanes to 2 lane rd (Hillsborough to N of Yukon) 33.6
78th St, Temple Terrace » Sidewalk project from Harney Rd to Temple Terrace Hwy 4
Anderson Rd, Town & Country + Add multiple turn lanes & signal improvements at Waters Ave 5
Bayshore Blvd, South Tampa » Enhancements (full length) 2
* Bike lane on west side from Platt St to Gandy Blvd 2.0
Bearss Ave, New Tampa + ITS communication system installed from Dale Mabry to Florida 3
Bruce B Downs, New Tampa » Add 4 lanes to 4 lane rd (Palm Springs to Pebble Creek Dr S), 28.0
» Add northbound right turn lane at Fletcher Ave 3
Busch Blvd, Carrollwood * ITS communication system installed from Dale Mabry to Florida 3
Causeway Blvd, Palm River » Add 2 lanes to 2 lane rd (W of US 41 to West of US 301) 28.0
City of Tampa, Citywide + ITS enhancements to better manage traffic during peak periods 2
* Bicycle & pedestrian facilities 3
Clay Pit Rd, Mango + Sidewalk on north side from Williams Rd to CR 579 2
College Ave, Ruskin + Sidewalk on north side from 10th St SW to dead end 1
Cross Creek Blvd, New Tampa * Add 2 lanes to 2 lane rd (Clay Gully to Arbor Green) 3.0
Dale Mabry, Carrollwood + Update traffic signalization from Humphrey St to Van Dyke Rd 3.0
Dale Mabry, South Tampa * Intersection improvements at Bay to Bay 5
Friendship Trail, South Tampa ¢ Multi-use trail from Tyson St to Interbay Blvd 5
Hanley Rd, Town & Country * Add multiple turn lanes & signal improvements at Waters Ave 2.0
Hillsborough Ave, East Tampa * Intersection improvements at 22nd St 4
Hillsborough Ave, Town N Country + Sidewalk on north side from Hoover Blvd to Beaumont Ctr Blvd 2
Hillsborough County, Countywide + ITS installation of fiber/ device deployment 19
+ Rural rd widening for bike lanes (approximately 4 mi/ year) 3.0
[-275“LINKS” Stage I, +» Add lanes (Howard Frankland Bridge to Hillsborough River) 246.0
Westshore to Downtown * ITS Freeway Management 3.0
[-275,North County » Add 2 lanes to 4 lane rd (US 41 to south of SR 56) 24.0
+ ITS Freeway Incident Management System 7.0
I-4, Tampa/ Brandon/ Plant City + ITS Freeway Management/ Tampa Bay Sunguide 10.0
[-4/Selmon Expressway, Ybor City * New 6 lane rd (Selmon Expressway to I-4) 168.0
I-75, South County to North County + ITS Freeway Management/ Tampa Bay Sunguide 17.0
|-75, Brandon + Add 2nd left turn lane southbound off ramp at MLK Blvd 2.0
[-75, New Tampa s Interchange improvements at Bruce B Downs Blvd 33.0
+ Add 2 lanes to 4 lane rd (S of Fowler to S of SR 56) 131.0
Kennedy Blvd, Westshore » Enhancements from Memorial Hwy to Hillsborough River 1.0
Lake Ave, College Hill * Enhancements from 22nd St to 29th St 1.0
Little Rd, Valrico + Sidewalk on east side from Durant Rd to Bloomingdale Ave 2
Lutz Lake Fern Rd, Lutz * Bike paths from Dale Mabry to Gunn Hwy 1.0
MacDill Ave, Westshore + Add left turn lanes at Kennedy Blvd 2.0
Memorial Hwy, Westshore + ITS Freeway Management/ Tampa Bay Sunguide 2.0
Mission Hills Ave, Temple Terrace + Add left turn lanes at Druid Hills 1
M L King Blvd, North Brandon + Add 3 lanes to 2 lane rd (W of Highview to E of Parsons) 68.0
» Add westbound right lane at Mcintosh Rd 5
M L King Blvd, Plant City ¢ Intersection improvements to realign Sammonds Rd 8
Nebraska Ave, Ybor/ Seminole Hts » Enhancements from Kennedy Blvd to Hillsborough Ave 3.0
Park Rd, Plant City * Add 2 lanes to 2 lane rd (I-4 to Sam Allen Rd) 4.0
Plant City, Citywide « Enhancements including landscaping, irrigation,
decorative street lighting & paver inlaid sidewalks 14
Riverwalk, Downtown Tampa + Sidewalk at Platt St Bridge 2.0
* New construction & improvements to existing 140
Thonotosassa Rd, Thonotosassa + Sidewalk on south side from Taylor Rd to Baker Creek Park 3
US 92 (SR 600), Plant City + Plant City Advanced Traffic Management System 1.0
US 301, Thonotosassa » Add 2 lanes to 2 lane rd (S of Tampa Bypass to N of Fowler) 30.0
US 301, North County * Add turn lanes at McIntosh Rd 1.0
West Village Dr, Carrollwood » Sidewalk on south side from Ehrlich Rd to S Village Dr 3
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News

MPO Federal Certification
Review: The Results Are In!

Every three years, the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) and the Federal
Transit Authority (FTA), who provide
planning grants supporting the MPQO’s
activities, visit and review the MPO’s
work. This year, 2005, was a certifica-
tion year. On January 24th, our Federal
Review Team came to town. Consisting
ofrepresentativesfromthe FHWA andthe
FTA, the review team kicked off the Hill-
sborough County review with a regional
perspective meeting that included Pinel-
las and Pasco Counties, the other MPOs
in our Transportation Management Area
(TMA). A public hearing was held that
evening in the FDOT Auditorium. The
federal review team spent the next two
days in our MPO offices in face-to-face
interviews learning about our processes
and planning products.

A special thank you to all of you who
attended the Public Hearing or returned
feedback cards via this newsletter or our
web site. Your input was valuable and
the results are in! The review indicated
no need for corrective action and gave
us some great recommendations to fur-
ther enhance our service. The MPO will
incorporate the following:

1.Include HART's prioritization process
in future Transportation Improvement
Programs (TIP).

2.Proven successes of implemented
strategies and measures of effec-
tiveness will be included in the next
Congestion Management  System
(CMS) performance report.

3.Title VI complaint process and proce-
dures will be updated and expanded
to include any complaints to ensure it
stays current with other MPO policies
and procedures.

4. Actively solicit Hispanic representation
for the Citizens Advisory Committee
(CAC) to more accurately reflect the
composition of Hillsborough County.

5. Incorporate safety and security issues
into the planning process.

6. Formulate a Disadvantaged Business
Enterprises (DBE) policy.

Briefs

The Hillsborough County MPO was com-
mended for a number of exemplary
practices, including: regional coordina-
tion through the Chairs Coordinating
Committee (CCC); the PLAN 2025 coor-
dination with the Planning Commission;
a multi-faceted public involvement pro-
gram; and the innovative travel training
program offered by HARTIine.

Area PD&E Studies Underway

The Project Development and Environ-
ment (PD&E) study process is used by the
Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT) to develop feasible alternatives
for roadway improvement projects and
document the natural, physical, social,
and economic effects of the proposed
alternatives. The PD&E process complies
with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 that was created
to ensure that the potential affects of
public infrastructure projects are stud-
ied prior to construction. This process is
a combined effort of professionals who
analyze the project-related information
and public comment to develop the
best alternative for a community’s trans-
portation needs. PD&E studies currently
underway include:

Tampa Bay Intermodal Centers

In January 2005, FDOT began the Tampa
Bay Intermodal Center(s) PD&E study
in Hillsborough and Pinellas Counties.
The purpose of the study is to improve
the quality of the intermodal passenger
connections in the Tampa Bay area so
that regional mobility and accessibil-
ity are maximized. FDOT envisions this
project as the initial step towards
achieving connectivity of the region by
studying potential sites for present
and future multi-modal transporta-
tion including: high-speed rail, light
rail, monorail, bus rapid transit, street-
cars, taxi, bicycle and pedestrian. For
more information, please contact
Jerry Comellas, Jr. P.E. at 813/975-6449,
jerldo.comellas@dot.state.fLus or visit
www.tampabayintermodal.com.
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Bay Convention & Visitors Bureau, Tampa Bay Partnership, the
Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce, Westshore Alliance (past
president), the Committee of One Hundred and as your MPO
Vice Chair. In January 2004, the Clearwater Chamber presented
him with the 2003 Tourism Person of the Year Award and in
May 2003, he was given the Outstanding Public Administrator
Award by the Suncoast Chapter, American Society for Public
Administration.

Your MPO on the Road to Tallahassee!

“Driving for Those Who Can't” was the theme of Transpor-
tation Disadvantaged (TD) Day in Tallahassee on March
31st. Driving the cause for Hillsborough County, Trans-
portation Disadvantaged Coordinating Board members
Leonard Plotkin and Catherine Barja, Allison Yeh, MPO

1| points of pending bills and
| how they affect citizens in
| need in our county. After

_ personal meetings with
Staff,and Edgar Martinez, Senator Les Miller and

Sunshine Line Manager, Representatives  Richard
visited our IegiSIative Gloriosol Faye Culp, Ed
delegation to review the fine  Homan and Ken Littlefield, our delegation joined hundreds of
others in the Capitol Courtyard for TD Day speakers followed
by entertainment on the steps of the old Capitol by Nashville
Star’s Christy McDonald. Back to Tallahassee in April, your MPO
was well represented at both Taste of Hillsborough on the 17th
and MPO Day on the 27th and 28th. Pictured are highlights
from TD Day and Taste of Hillsborough.




