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MPO WALKS AWAY WITH 
WALKABLE COMMUNITY 
WORKSHOPS!

The BPAC was thrilled to find out that 
the Hillsborough County MPO has been 
awarded a series of Walkable Community 
Workshops. In November, Gena Torres put 
on her walking shoes and traveled to Cali-
fornia for a training program in preparation 
for the upcoming series of workshops. To 
be held throughout Hillsborough County 
this spring, the workshops will provide 
information on how to make communi-
ties more pedestrian-friendly and bicycle-
friendly.

A team of expert instructors from the 
National Center for Bicycling & Walk-

ing will combine vision with real-world 
experience in implementing the latest 
approaches to community design and 
traffic operations in these presenta-
tions. The itinerary for each workshop 
will include fieldtrips where participants 
apply what they’re learning to their 

specific community. The eight workshops 
are designed for elected officials, planning 
professionals, engineers, law enforcement, 
public health educators, and for the public 
at large.

Experience has shown that the Walkable 
Community Workshops can generate sig-
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Gena Torres gets ‘surrey-ous’ about walkable 
communities while training in California.
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LOCAL CYCLISTS RIDE FOR NATIONAL MAYOR’S 
GREENWAY PROJECT

nificant local media coverage. Programs 
in other metropolitan areas around the 
United States have effectively obtained 
participation from the key local players, 
including mayors and members of local 
councils. The National Center for Bicycling 
& Walking will continue to assist the MPO 
staff after the workshops with identifying 
resources and tools for implementing local 
action plans in conjunction with citizens 
and elected officials.

Workshops will be held the week of April 
2nd, 2005. Many areas in Hillsborough 
County need attention to walkability; how-
ever, only eight locations in the county 
could be selected. A list of solutions gen-
erated at the eight workshops will serve 
as examples of what can be done in other 
communities throughout the county. For 
more information, please contact Gena Tor-
res, (813) 273-3774 x357.

Ernest Hemingway said, “It is by riding 
a bicycle that you learn the contours of 
a country best…” With that in mind, Jim 
Shirk, BPAC member, and Eddie Wall, 
both members of the Tampa Bay Free-
wheelers, were sent off on June 1, 2004 
by Tampa Mayor Pam Iorio to bicycle 
the leg from Tampa to Jacksonville as 
part of the National Mayor’s Greenway 
project. Bicyclists, riding from the East 
and West Coasts, arrived in Chicago on 
July 14, 2004 to promote and celebrate 
bicycle touring. 

Shirk and Wall began riding at noon, 
escorted out of downtown by several 
other riders and Tampa bicycle police, 
spending the first night at Dade City. 
The next day, the route was along US 
301 and SR 35 to Silver Springs, where 
the route followed SR40, SR 315 and 
SR 19 to US 17 to Green Cove Springs 
before arrival in Jacksonville on the 
fourth morning. The lessons learned in 

the ride were that touring in Florida 
is best done in spring or autumn, that 
bicycle tires should be armored with 
Kevlar (the riders had four flats between 
them), that riding 60 to 70 miles per 
day is a reasonable goal, and that good 
scouting is vital when planning a touring 
ride. The route was, except for SR 315, 
on paved shoulders that provided suffi-
cient separation from traffic, but many 
bridges and overpasses lacked bicycle 
lanes or paved shoulders, and motorists 
don’t appreciate following riders crawl-
ing over a bridge at 10 miles an hour.

For those interested in touring, a good 
start is to plan the general route, prear-
range lodging (a hot shower is a bless-
ing), locate bicycle shops along the 
route (Santos Bicycle Shop near Silver 
Springs is particularly nice), and have 
emergency/contingency plans (like a 
friend with a bicycle rack on their car). 
For more information, contact Jim Shirk 
at jeshirk@aol.com.

TMA Certification Comment Form
Transportation Management Area Certification

for Hillsborough, Pasco, and Pinellas Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs)

Date: _____________________________  Please circle the MPO to which these comments apply:  

Hillsborough County MPO  Pasco County MPO  Pinellas County MPO

Name/Organization: _________________________________________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________________  State:  ____________ Zip Code: _______________

Would you like to receive a copy of the final certification report?       Yes        No

Please print your comments in the below space:

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return to: Federal Highway Administration Phone: (850) 942-9650
    Florida Division Office Fax:   (850) 942-8308
 Attention: Sabrina David
 545 John Knox Road, S-200
 Tallahassee, FL 32303

Tom Montgomery joins BPAC 

As both a user and 
designer of bicycle 
facilities, Tom Mont-
gomery is a welcome 
addition to the Bicy-
cle/ Pedestrian Advi-
sory Committee. A 
Civil/ Transportation 
Engineer with Pitman 

Hartenstein & Associates, Tom has been 
involved in the design of both bicycle 
lanes adjacent to roadways and segregated 
multi-use trails. A fitness enthusiast with a 
passion for bicycling, he has participated 
in many organized rides in and around 
Hillsborough County. “The knowledge and 
perspective I have gained through my pro-
fessional and leisure pursuits will be an 
asset to the advisory board,” said Tom. 
Welcome aboard and get ready to hit the 
ground running, Tom!

If you are unable to attend the public hearing on January 24th 2005,
please fill out and fax or mail the comment form above.


